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Whem Rex Fromeis from

Anchor B ighicalbed meand
asked iF I°d be imberssted
in attending am  amchor
testimg demonstration af
Shullw Inlet, 1 hove o
stlimil 1 seoretly wiomdiered
how miech e could be
to learn ahowi anchors

Rex Francia from Anchor Right esplains his Tidal

produced comemercially gince
1997, These weind-looking
anchors come im o mnge of
sizes, sabible For the smalliest
recrsliomal Nshing boat 1o 1he
largest commercial vessels
amdl super yachis Rex hed
several on hand at Shallow
Imdel Foar the demanstration
The SARCA  anchors
have several feabares that sel
them spant from other anchor
types The first ks thak, as it
name implies, the SARCA i=
chstiznid W Be sl an ol
types of ocean Moor, be i
aand, rock, reel or hard muod

Anchor Tast Skid at an anchor testing demonstration
day' al Shallow Inbed

Weren®t  anchors  just
anchors? Honks of meial
o e hoofed overbaard
when von wanied to shop
yiur hoat from drifting?
Herw wirong 1 was!

WHAT IS SEARCA?

Fex s e inventor
of the Auvstralian-made
mmpe of Sand amd Eeel
Com bimation Anchors
(SARCA), wheech he has

16 auGust e [0

Mexl, the SARCA is
desagned o nght sl
quickly so that the toe gquickly
penetmtes deeply in the sea
flooe The resull is o mpid =ct
time {mimimal drgging) amd
sy high holding posere

Each SARCA anchor
haz n slot along the shaft
that alleas for easier anchor
recovery, Essenlally when
vl hackl over the anchor the
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chain slides back and palls the
anchor out backwards

Finallty, SARCA anchoms
are desigeed o reduce the
damage cawsed 10 the sea Toor
when the aschor drags. Rex
demonstrated  this micely in
the: shallows of Shallow Inlet
Whenthe SARCA drmgs acmss
the séabsed Cas o would ke
process of setiing), the sodl
pazses neatly over the blade
amd i= depesited back behind
the anchor, This * backfillimg”
mizaee thal the SARECA leaves
niv discernible trench n the
sea flooe Im addition, when

drops off very easily so thens
is bess chance your boat will
be spresding manine pests”
=ys Karen

SARCA anchors e
supplied with seversl makes
of bosats, inchuding Barcnisher,
Hayre= Sigraturs, Streakerand
Awstmbian Master Manne,

TIDAL ANCEHOR TEST
skl

SARCA anchors  have
gained the cemification of
“high holding power” by
the Vectonan Manne Beand
amd  passed survey in all
Austrilisn stales. For some
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the SARCA is metmeved there
15 Al mosd no sedmment Sickmyg
i thie aschorn

Bex is quick e cniphasise
the cnvirenmentsl advantnges
of hiz SARCA anchors. Earen
Hemned, an  envircomental
sclenist workimg  with  he
Roating Indusiry A ssociation
of Victoria, was alse at the
demonsimation and  agrees
There are benefils

‘Ifl an amchor is pulled
up covered in weeds and
sediment, it coukd have any
number of introxduced species
oy 0L 10 that aschor 8 dropped
inv & diffierend area, these pests
will come off amd could stard
a new population. Bex has
designed the SARCA so
that the weed and Secliment

me, however, Rex bas heen
keen o gain the relalively
new  Ceuper-high  holding
power’ mifing For his anchors
Uptil now, mach accreditation
haz only heen possible by
aabgectng  the anchor 1o
testing bebind & tagboad in th
Uimited Bingdom. Al a cosl of
B16.000 per day, such lesfing
wits clearly out of the question
lor & small, [ocall masul scturer
like Anchor Right

Mot i ke put off, Rex
tareed his bamd 1o developing
a machkine for lesting anchors
ofl the beach. The pesull iz
the Tidal Anchor Test Skid
(TATS) which has been
afficially approaed for anchor
lesting by the  Naticmal
hlanne Safety Commailes 10

EREAKING NEWS

SARCA Anchors Taking Hold

—

#

Rex Francis and one of 1he anchors in his
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revoluticnany SARCA range.

i the ooly ane of its kind in
1o weoprld

Essentially the TATS
enables the kolding power
of various anchors fe be
quanificd amd compared
ureler  zlandard conditions
ba winching them through
thz seabod behind a torges
memibor Mot only is  this
cheaper and mare convemient
tham iesting behimd a tughoat
il alsan has odher advantages.

Becamse the TATS tests
anchors in shallaw water, bolfy
the anchor's perfomamos
and the =eabed can be cleary
afrsirrvind] Througlsoul the test
This allowa many of the
vanahles that could affect the
test outoome f be eliminated
For example, with the TATS
lBeerie are no ellecs of swind

and tide, while the type of
sl e mahstrate can al=n be
easly verlned.

HCRLIY O3S THGHT

The TATS is able o test
any make of anchor but, of
poarse, the first cab off the
mnk was the SARCA {m
Fact the TATS was & usefal
toed  for  developing  the
SARCAL Rex is hapgy m
my thal kis anchors easily
s the crilena For soper
high kolding power, and
were more than the egual of
other new genertion anchor
designs. The test sheels
Irem  Eobimaons  Riggzing
and Lifting Authonty (ithe
independent body that bested
e SARCAY will son he
available on the Anchor
Fighl wabsaie.
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